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simply note the fact that here is one point of difference
between the bodies, not to mention others of less moment,

surviving all the discussion that has extended over many
years. We will try to hope, with Lord SANDON, that an
agreement may shortly be realised-

" Hope springs eternal in the human breast."

We must admit that there *is something in Lord SANDON’S
last words which looks as if the Government were alive to the

intolerable faults of the present system, and were not without

thoughts of " reforming the whole system of licensing for
medical degrees :’ We commend these last words of the

minister to the bodies that are so slow in reforming them-
selves. We have never underrated the security which the

present system enjoys from the mere fact of the profound
apathy of Parliament and of Parties to the whole subject of
medicine and the organisation of the profession. But several
things conspire to direct attention to the present examining
system. And it cannot bear looking at. It is entirely un-

satisfactory and indefensible; and, if the bodies do not

quickly avail themselves of the power to combine to give a

good and complete examination for a reasonable sum, it may
yet be that this very Conservative Government may take in
hand to "reform the whole system of licensing for medical

degrees."

IN the volume of the "Bibliotheque Scientifique Inter-
nationale," just published, entitled 1/Espece Humaine,
M. QuATREFAGES devotes a chapter to the consideration of
the Darwinian theory. The work is, we believe, about to be

translated, and many will be interested in reading a criticism
written by an able and learned French naturalist, who is
at the same time an excellent writer and a thoroughly
independent thinker. After discussing the subject of the
unity or multiplicity of origin of the human race, in the
course of which he expresses himself strongly in favour of
the view that all the varieties of mankind now existing are
derived from a single pair, he proceeds to inquire whether it ’,
is possible from the teachings of experience or observation to
explain the appearance of this first pair, and he unhesi-

tatingly replies in the negative. There are, he says, some

points in Darwinism that are perfectly unattackable, such,
for example, as the " struggle for existence," and the
" selection" that naturally results from it. Without such

struggle, the air, the land, the sea, would have been long
ago overwhelmed with inhabitants; and, by means of the
selection which ensues from the strife, those best adapted to
live survive. These are facts, not theory, and the only altera-
tion M. QUATREFAGES can suggest is the term " elimination"
for " selection," the latter expression attributing too much the
r&ocirc;le of an intelligent being to nature; but he adds, when once
a certain harmony has been established between the surround-
ings and the living organisms that have resulted from these
conditions, the struggle for existence and the process of selec-
tion ought only to exert a consolidating and stabilising in-
fluence-should tend, in fact, to uniformity and persistency.
If the media change, strife and selection would again come
into play till uniformity was re-established; but is it possible
that anew species could thus arise ? M. QrrATREFAGEs refers
to reversion, points out that man, in the course of a few

years, can effect greater changes than nature has been able

bo accomplish during the whole period that a species has
existed, and denies that any evidence can be adduced to
show that one species can be derived from another. On the
Darwinian theory, or that of slow transformation, every
species must have commenced by being a variety; but the
difficulty of maintaining a variety is prodigious, careful
attention being always required to keep it pure, and to

prevent reversion. On the other hand, two different species
are allowed on all hands to be reciprocally unfertilisable.
The Darwinians must therefore explain, not only how the
variety which at any time has arisen has become permanent,
but also why and how it came to pass that the variety
became incapable of fertilisation by the common stem.
M. QUATREFAGES approves of Mr. HuxLEy’s position,
which is that the theory of DARWIN may be accepted under
the reservation of evidence being afforded that physiological
species can be produced by selective intercrossing ; but
he insists that even if this were demonstrated his main

objections to the Darwinian theory, which have just been
mentioned, would not be removed. D3n,QCm and his fol-

lower, he maintains, rely too much on possibility, chance or
accident, and personal conviction. He concludes by observ-
ing that the most careful examination and study of a plant
or animal will no more enable a scientist to ascertain the

mode in which they came into being, than the knowledge
possessed by a skilful watchmaker will supply him with in-
formation in regard to the origin of iron, its conversion into
steel, and the process by which a mainspring is tempered.
The phenomena of production are very different from those
of maintenance or conservation, and from those also mani-
fested by the object produced. They belong to a different
category, and require to be separately studied.

Annotations.
" Ne quid nimis."

THE ILLNESS OF THE PRINCE OF WALES.

THE Prince of Wales is, we regret to announce, suffering
from an abscess- adjacent to the perineum -attributed
to the effects of an injury received while hunting. His

Royal Highness’s stirrup slipped, and a severe strain resulted.
The abscess has been opened, the patient being under
the influence of an ansesthetic, administered by Mr. Clover.
Perfect relief has ensued, and the Prince is doing well,
although some time must elapse before the healing pro-
cess is complete. The locale of the present injury is pro-
bably determined by the fact that indaration-the result
of inflammation, which first appeared after the attack of
typhoid fever to which his Royal Highness was subjected
some years ago-still affects the seat of the abscess. The

inflammatory induration recurred two years after the fever,
and it reappeared previously to the departure of the Prince
for India. Some return of the affection was experienced
about a fortnight ago, and the strain received, as above
narrated, caused considerable ecchymosis. His Royal
Highness is under the joint care of Sir James Paget and
Mr. Oscar Clayton. 

-

THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURCEONS.

AT a meeting of the Council on Tuesday last, Dr. G. M.

Humphry, of Cambridge, was elected a member of the

Court of Examiners of the College, in the vacancy occa-
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sioned by the expiration of the term for which Mr. Spence
Smith was elected. Professor Humphry received his pro
fessional education at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, and wa
admitted a Member of the College in 1841, and elected oni
of the honorary Fellows in 1844. In 1868, he was electe(

by the Fellows to a seat in the Council, in conjunction witl
Mr. Simon (now one of the vice-presidents of the College:

and Mr. Luther Holden.
The Council proceeded to the consideration of the ques.

tion whether effect should be given to Mr. Russel]

Gurney’s Act by which women are to be admitted to ex-
amination for the diploma of member of the College, when
a report was also received from the president and vice-
presidents with respect to the certificate of qualification in
midwifery of the College. But although certain resolutions
were passed, they were regarded as only preliminary to fur-
ther and more definite conclusions; and as they by no
means indicate the course which the Council may ulti-

mately adopt, no further allusion to them is now necessary.
The regulations relating to the Fellowship will probably be
discussed at the next meeting.

It may be interesting to th<t Fellows and Members of
the College to know that some of their representatives in
the Council have made another attempt to suppress all pub-
licity respecting the business transacted at the meetings
of the Council, and requested, on Tuesday last, that all such
business shall in future be regarded as "strictly private
and confidential," that no communication of what passes
at the meetings of the Council shall be made except
to members of the Council, and that in no case shall any-
thing be supplied to the medical press for publication. We
believe that this ludicrous action has been taken in conse-

quence of the annoyance which some of those who had the

management of the recent regulations relating to the

diploma of Fellow have felt from the opposition they have
- encountered through the medium of our columns.

DRINK TO THE DRUNK.

THE practice of supplying persons already under the
influence of intoxicating drink with further potations of the
same character is unhappily exceedingly common, not-

withstanding its interdiction by the Licensing Act. It is

difficult to see how the evil is to be remedied, but something
must needs be done to reduce its magnitude. It is not

always easy to determine at sight whether a stranger is
inebriated, and licensed victuallers are entitled to the
benefit of the doubt whether the evidences of intoxication
were apparent when it is alleged that a drunken customer
has been served with drink-unless it can be proved that
the tokens of insobriety were sufficiently obvious to render
their recognition, with ordinary care, inevitable. We think
it is too much to expect that tradesmen engrossed in their
business will bestow more than general attention on the
condition of their customers. There is, however, a very
simple way of enforcing the law, and it is one which society
has a right to ask the executive to adopt. Policemen are

either stationed near public-houses or generally loiter-

ing in their immediate neighbourhood. It would be no

hardship to require these officers, who now content them-
selves with staring at inebriates, occasionally remonstrating, Isometimes threatening, but very seldom interposing, to pre- I
vent their being served at the bar. Then, again, the loud i
talking, the noise, and the general confusion observed by Icasual foot-passengers passing these places must be audibleto the constables lounging outside; and these evidences of 

I

inebriety ought in themselves to supply ground for inter-
ference. In short, we think a more vigilant police admini-
stration-clearing public-houses instantly at the slightest
disturbance-would do so much to improve the conduct of

r the trade that, while neither the legitimate seekers of
- refreshment nor the licensed victuallers could be aggrieved,
9 public morals would be improved, and the bad habits of
’ lounging and tippling receive strong discouragement. Of

course, the custom of bribing policemen must be abandoned,
ibut we think this would die out of itself if the measures

i taken to defeat collusion by more frequent change of men,
and a less military and more careful system of "patrol 

"

-and "rounds"-could be substituted for an organisation
modelled on the lines of a system totally unsuited to the
needs of our civil population, as the state of crime and
order among the criminal classes too clearly proves. It is
not necessary to make the police-force of this country an
army, and the feat cannot be accomplished without detract-
ing from the efficiency of the force in its proper sphere of
usefulness. One neglected province of that sphere is the
close and constant supervision of public- houses, which should
be kept under perpetual surveillance. It is in this way only
we can hope to prevent the sale of drink to the drunk.

DEPUTY INSPECTOR-CENERAL SUTHER.

MosT of our readers will have seen the announcement of
the death of Deputy Inspector-General of Hospitals and
Fleets, Peter Suther, M.D., which occurred on the 21st
inst. The deceased gentleman entered the navy in 1803,
and served as assistant-surgeon on the old Dreadnought in
the Mediterranean until promoted in 1805 to be surgeon of
the Swiftsure, in which he was present at the memorable
battle of Trafalgar. He was attached to the Eurydice at the
reduction of Martinique in 1809, and continued to serve
afloat in that ship and the aeolus until 1813, when he re-
tired temporarily on half-pay. He resided in Nova Scotia
until appointed in 1829 to the Hyperion for service in the
coast blockade in charge of a district on the Kentish coast.
Here he remained until 1831, when he joined the Stag, in
which he served on the coast of Portugal during the dis-
turbances which ended in the dethronement of Don

Miguel. After a short time spent at Haulbowline

Hospital, during which he had to contend with a

serious outbreak of cholera, he proceeded in 1835 to

Van Diemen’s Land as superintending surgeon of a con-

vict ship, visiting China on the return voyage. Sub-

sequently he served in the Vietory, in Portsmouth Dock-

yard, and in the William and Mary yacht at Woolwich,
until appointed in 1841 to the dockyard at the latter place,
where, and at Chatham, he continued to serve until he

retired with a step of honorary rank in 1855. Since then
he had resided at Jersey, Southampton, and Southsea. Dr.
Suther was an extremely abstemious man, and was, until
1864, when he was afflicted by deprivation of sight, of most
active habits. He possessed, almost up to the last, a very
retentive memory, and could recall the smallest detail
of the more stirring incidents of his life, and withal took a
keen interest in the current topics of the day. Dr. Suther
had for many years been a recipient of a Greenwich Hospital
pension, and wore the medal for war services, with clasps
for Trafalgar and Martinique.

NURSINC.

THE Metropolitan and National Nursing Association for
providing trained nurses for the sick poor has issued its first
report, the particulars contained in which are eminently
satisfactory. A central home has been founded at Blooms-

bury under the personal supervision of Miss Florence Lees,
superintendent- general, and an eastern and northern dis-
trict have also been formed, each with its depot, respectively
in Stepney and the Holloway-road. The Report recites that,
after much consideration, the Committee acceded to the

suggestions of Miss Lees, that the persons to be engaged
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as trained nurses should be exclusively from the " gentle-
women" class. Five such nurses are now at work in the
central home, three of whom were trained under the

Nightingale Fund at St. Thomas’s Hospital, one at the
Royal Infirmary at Edinburgh, and one at University Col-
lege Hospital. They receive an annual salary of =835, with
full board, medical attendance, and uniform dress, the

salary increasing by increments to .850 per annum. We
must refer our readers to the Report for detailed particu-
lars as to the mode of working. But tabulated statistics

appended to the Report show that, during the year under
consideration, 339 cases of all kinds had been nursed, 56 of
which were still on the books. The balance-sheet of the
Association shows a total of receipts of about ,89571, C6100
of which has been spent in the purchase and furnishing of
the central home, and in expenses connected with the

astern district. The Committee (consisting of the Duke
of Westminster, Mr. R. Wigram, Sir E. Lechmere, M.P.,
Dr. Sieveking, Mr. C. Dyke Acland, the Hon. George
Brodrick, Mr. H. Bonham Carter, Mr. A. Johnston, and
Mr. H. Peto) consider that, for the successful working of
the scheme, a capital of ,620,000 must be raised, and an
income of .85000 a year guaranteed. The Duke of Bedford
has already given a donation of .81000, the Duke of West-
minster .8550, and Baron Lionel de Rothschild, Messrs.

Truman, Hanbury, and Co., Mr. A. H. Brown, and Messrs.
Baring Bros., =8500 each. We congratulate the Association
on the work already accomplished, and believe that it is
successfully assisting to fill up a large gap that has long
existed in connexion with the satisfactory treatment of
the sick poor. --

LOCAL HEALTH SELF-COVERNMENT IN
PORTSMOUTH.

RECENT action of the Portsmouth Town Council with
reference to their medical officer of health does not augur
favourahly for the early redress of the defects in the sani-
tary organisation of the borough pointed out in Dr.
Thorne’s report to the Local Government Board on the
recent scarlet fever epidemic. It appears that a notice had

recently been served by the medical officer of health upon
the occupier of a house in Clarence-parade to the effect that
it was unfit for occupation, the result being that the tenant,
a lodging-house keeper, had left the house. A member of
the Town Council, in moving that the Sanitary Committee
be instructed to bring up a special report on the case,

urged that 11 the medical officer should not be allowed to do
that sort of thing." He did not, however, assert that the
house in question was fit for occupation, but used the re-
markable argument that there were hundreds of houses in
the town, and belonging to members of the Corporation, in
a much worse condition than that in Clarence-parade."
Another member of the Town Council stated that the sani-

tary condition of three-fifths of the houses in the borough
was no better than that of the condemned house. As it is
most improbable that Mr. George Turner would have con-
demned a house which was in good sanitary condition, and
as the Town Council confesses that the borough contains so z,
large a proportion of houses in a worse condition than that
of the condemned house, it might have been hoped that, in
the interest of their sanitary reputation, and especially of
that of Southsea, they would have encouraged even a more
wholesale condemnation. The resolution in favour of the

preparation of a special report on this case was, however,
agreed to, although it is easy to see that such a course must
seriously hamper their medical officer of health in the due

performance of his duties. A majority of this Town Council
also recently refused even to appoint a committee to con-
sider the desirability of applying the provisions of the

Artisans’ Dwellings Act to certain crowded and unhealthy
portions of the borough. The sanitary prospects of Ports-
mouth and of Southsea are not yet brightening. An influ-.
ential and thoroughly impartial sanitary association in the
borough might do much to counteract the apathy of the
Town Council in sanitary matters, and would materially
strengthen the hands of the medical officer of health.

SCIENCE TEACHINC AT EPSOM COLLEGE.

LAST week three pupils from Epsom College gained
Science Scholarships by open competition at Cambridge.
A Clare Scholarship was won by Mr. L. H. Armstrong,
one at Caius by Mr. G. B. Hofmeister, and one at Sydney
Sussex, by Mr. H. B. Shaw. Each is worth &otilde;B60 per annum,
and each carries with it an honour far more valuable than
mere money. We congratulate these gentlemen most

heartily on their well-earned triumphs, and are glad to hear
that all three are likely to enter the medical profession
when their university studies are over. The success of

Epsom pupils in science at Oxford and Cambridge during
the last two or three years has been quite remarkable, and
reflects credit not only on the pupils and teachers, but also
on the Council, whose wise liberality has provided the
means for efficient teaching. The experiment is only a
recent one, and yet, out of the seven gentlemen who have
gone from Epsom to compete for open science scholar-

ships at Oxford and Cambridge, not one has failed, and
one, Mr. Cutfield, actually gained scholarships, almost

simultaneously, both at Oxford and Cambridge, and so had
his choice between the two universities.

It is to be hoped that the example of Epsom will not be
lost upon other schools. It is high time that a sound
theoretical and practical knowledge of science should be
demanded from all who wish to enter the medical profes-
sion. It is becoming daily more apparent that the hospital
is not the place in which elementary science should be

taught. We do not send young men to Oxford to learn the
Latin grammar, and it is scarcely less absurd to send them
to a hospital to learn the mode of preparing hydrogen, or
the’law of falling bodies. Such studies must, ere long, be
remitted to primary education, and the hospital lecturers
thereby be left free to teach those applications of science
which are immediately cognate to medicine. Until this

change is effected, medical education must remain, as it
is at present, fragmentary and imperfect, and it is difficult
to see how it can be improved, so long as science is badly
taught or ignored altogether at many of our large schools.

THE LECALITY OF CHEMISTS’ PRESCRIBINC.

THE Nottingham case, the facts of which we mentioned
last week, is interesting in many respects, chiefly for the clear
way in which it raises the question of what chemists call
counter practice. The judge showed an admirable appreci-
ation of the points at issue. Visiting was not essential, in
his estimation, to medical practice, and did not constitute
the difference between a chemist’s work and that of a general
practitioner. The learned counsel, Mr. Buszard, Q.C., in-
structed by Mr. Glaiser for the Chemists and Druggists’
Trade Association, submitted that attending patients meant
something more than giving a man a prescription for a sore-
throat or headache. The only right he contended for was that
of coicnter practice, which w01&Ucirc;d not be included in the word
z dispense." This appears a very modest demand for
chemists to begin with. It would make a very good
thin end of the wedge. But a great deal might be
done over the counter. Scarlet fever might be pre-
scribed for, tongues examined, pulses felt, and many

other such things. Then the counter is not a hard and
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fast line. There is generally a little confidential room at
the back of chemists’ shops, into which chemists are apt
to retire with more delicate cases. In this instance, as

the judge firmly maintained, the chemist had done much
more than 11 

prepare, compound, dispense, and vend
medicines." He had looked down the man’s throat,
tapped him on the chest, and gone through the ordeal

of a medical examination of the patient. After doing all
this he prescribed for him. This is medical practice, call it
by any name you please. And, seeing that medical educa-
tion is entirely different from pharmaceutical education, we
cannot see that there is any propriety in chemists’ shops
being turned into medical consulting rooms. For doing so
in this case, very clearly apprehended by the judge, the
defendant had to pay .820. If chemists would confine
themselves to their own work, put good and well-prepared
drugs within the reach of the poor, and undertake the dis-
pensing of medicines prescribed by legally qualified medical
men on practicable terms, it would be well for themselves
and the public. Instead of this some of them aim at being
medical practitioners in a small way.

MR. PROPERT’S ETCHINO.

UNDER the title of "A Relic of the Past," Mr. J. Lumsden
Propert has just produced an etching of more than ordinary
interest and importance. The plate is of unusually large
size, measuring twenty-two by fifteen inches. The subject
chosen by the artist is the demolition of H.M.S. Neptune,
May, 1876, and conveys a reminiscence of the old fighting
ship of England’s bygone wooden navy. The old hulk is
drawn in broadside perspective; beyond is a reach of the
river, and the foreground represents the accessories of a
shipbreaker’s yard.

Mr. Propert has long been known as an amateur etcher
of no ordinary force, and for several years past the exhibi.
tions of the Royal Academy, and of " Black and White" at
the Dudley Gallery have always included examples of the
surgeon-artist’s skill. The present work certainly surpasses
any of his previous efforts, and, if it had no other merit,
would furnish an instructive example of difficulties in draw-
ing overcome with singular success. But the subject is
full of sentiment, and Mr. Propert must be congratulated
upon its treatment. A few years, and our children will
look with wonder and incredulity at such a picture of an
old wooden line-of-battle ship, which will serve to illustrate
their historical reading long after the last representative
of England’s wooden walls has been burnt up in logs upon
our hearths. The plate is well printed by Mr. F. Goulding,
and those who are practically familiar with etching on
copper do not need to be told of the important aid which
can be rendered by an artistic printer. Mr. McLean, No. 7, ’’

Haymarket, publishes it, and the number of proofs is limited
to one hundred. 

____

SUICIDES IN LONDON AND NEW YORK
IN 1876.

By the law of chances there is a startling uniformity
in the number of suicides recorded from year to year.
In London during last year 298 cases of suicide were

registered, corresponding identically with the number in
1875, and within three of the average annual numbers in
the ten years 1866-75, after correction for increase of popu-
lation. Although more suicides take place during the
winter than in summer, the quarterly numbers recorded in
1875 did not vary widely; 83 and 77 were registered in the
first and last quarters of the year, and 69 in each of
those ending respectively in June and September. These
298 suicides were in the proportion of 8 5 per 100,000
of the population. Recently issued mortality statistics re-

lating to New York during 1876 show that 150 suicides
occurred in that city, equal to 14-1 per 100,000, or nearly
double the rate in London. The New York statistics on the

subject are in several respects more complete than those
afforded by the Registrar-General’s returns here. With

regard to the nationality of the New York suicides, it is
worthy of comment that ’74 of the 150 are said to have been

Germans, 21 Irish, 9 English, while not more than 28 are
owned as natives of the United States. Although, without
knowing what proportion of the population of New York are
German born, it would be impossible to determine the true
death-rate from suicide therein, it may safely be asserted
that the high proportion of suicides in New York, compared
with that in Londan, is due to the suicides of Germans.
The proportion of the different forms of death chosen by the
suicides in London and New York differed in a remarkable
manner. Twenty-three per cent. of the suicides in London
resulted from drowning, and only 6 per cent. in New York.
In London 22 per cent. were caused by cut-throat or other
incised wounds, and 23 per cent. by hanging, whereas in
New York the proportions were only 8 and 13 per cent.
respectively. On the other hand, whereas in London the
proportions of suicides by gunshot and poison did not exceed
6 and 19 per cent., they were equal to 28 and 35 per cent.
in New York. Drowning, hanging, and cut-throat, the
three favourite forms of suicide in London, do not appear
to have corresponding attractions for those stricken with
suicidal mania in New York, who far more generally choose
poison or the revolver. -

THE ORIENTAL SORE OR DELHI BOIL.

THE appendix to the Twelfth Report of the Sanitary
Commissioner with the Government in India contains a very
valuable and elaborate paper, the joint contribution of Drs.
Lewis and Cunningham, on the above subject. The com-

plaint has borrowed its name from the locality in which it
has specially, but by no means exclusively, prevailed-viz.,
Delhi. Attention was particularly drawn to it after 1857
on account of the large amount of invaliding which it pro.
duced among the European troops stationed in that part of
India after the mutiny; and in 1864 the Government of
India appointed a Commission to report on the subject, and
subsequent to that date several medical officers have made

special investigations regarding the nature of the sore. The
literature of the complaint has been recently and lucidly
summarised in the work by Drs. Tilbury Fox and Farquhar
on the " Skin Diseases of India," and still more recently in
a short paper by Sir Joseph Fayrer, in the Practitioner for

October, 1875. Assuming, as is almost certainly the case,
that the cutaneous affection prevalent at Delhi is practi-
cally identical with that observed at many other places,
although described under different names, Drs. Lewis and
Cunningham have thought it best to adopt the term sug-
gested by Dr. Tilbury Fox of "Oriental sore" as the
common designation of the complaint. So far as their ob.
servations go they lend no support to the view that the dis.
ease is attributable to any parasitic agency, but it appears
probable that the use of well-waters of certain places and
districts, owing to their extreme hardness and the quantity
of salts they contain, favour the production of these
cutaneous disorders. They point out that the well-waters
in many places where the sore prevails, in Egypt, Asia
Minor, Syria, and other countries, are notoriously more or
less brackish, and that, judging from the geographical
position of certain stations in India, and the statements of
residents, there is every reason to believe that the well.
waters of such places possess very similar properties to those
of Delhi. Drs. Lewis and Cunningham have no hesitation
in stating that in its clinical history and morbid anatomy
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the disease is in no way distinguishable from one or other
of the various forms of lupus, and that the treatment which
has proved most satisfactory is that which is recommended
for lupus; and, taking advantage of the tendency which this
form of oriental sore manifests to become endemic, they
have proposed to designate it "lupus endemicus.".

DEATH FROM A FALL- ORANCE-PEEL.

THE regretted death of Mr. Kimpton, a well-known medical
bookseller, from injuries received in a fall caused by treading
on a piece of orange-peel, may once more direct attention to
the wilfulness of throwing slippery substances on the pave-
ment, and the carelessness of leaving them there. This is

a way we have in the large cities of England which would
not be tolerated elsewhere. With the large amount of un-
employed labour at the disposal of parochial authorities,
it is strange a corps of street-orderlies has not been orga-
nised for each district of the metropolis. If this had been
done in the capital, the example would long since have been
imitated in the provinces. Instead of a small party of boys
in the city engrossed with the roadways, we need men, in
some sort of uniform of course, constantly on the alert
throughout the metropolitan district with shovel and hand-
basket, to remove every description of litter and dirt. These
public or local servants might clear away the snow in

winter, and the offal at all seasons; they should also sweep
and wash the pavements, clear the gutters, and see that the
streets were kept as cleanly as possible in the intervals of
the scavenger’s rounds. If there were not a vast amount of

surplus labour always at the disposal of the public, it might
be difficult to get this service done cheaply, but there is;
and enrolment in a corps of the class we propose would be
a boon to many a poor man or boy who is now perforce a
beggar or petty criminal. The street-litter collected would
in itself count for something, as the hoardings of the chif-
fonniers will attest. It is only by an organised system of
the nature suggested we shall succeed in ridding ourselves
of the orange-peel nuisance and peril. It is useless to ask
the interest of those who scatter these traps over the foot-
paths. The heedless are invariably obstinate, and it is

nothing to them who may slip, fall, and die, or what suffer-
ing may be caused by their carelessness.

FEATS AND TRAININC.

THE annual display of muscular prowess by young men
principally devoted to intellectual pursuits is always inter-
esting-in senses wholly apart from the claim it possesses on
public attention as an event." The feat excites emotions
of triumph, the training gives rise to more or less serious
misgiving, and the phenomenon of men doing good brain-
wcrk, also achieving great results in other departments of
energy, must awaken reflections which it is well should be
stirred in every thoughtful mind. In principle a perfectly de-
veloped man should be good all round. His powers of mind,
of muscle, and of special sense should be in a high degree
excellent. It is, doubtless, a physiological fact that when
only one part of the organism is developed, to the neglect,
and, therefore, at the expense of others, not only is the in-
tegrity of the system as a whole, but, in a special degree,
that of the peculiar faculty or faculties cultivated, impaired.
The early and signal collapse of men who have only been
trained to intellectual pursuits, and know nothing of mus-
cular exercise, has read the world a useful but too little
heeded lesson on that point. Meanwhile there is grave peril
in excessive training, and violent explosive exertion either of
body or mind. Undue training enervates in the end ; and an
excessive strain on the powers of action, even though it last
less than half an hour, may leave lifelong injuries behind.

The race this year has been a marvel of pluck and endur-
ance. Less remarkable for speed than many other races, it
has been more than commonly d:stinguished by skill and
resolution. We trust no evil consequences may follow in
its train. It would, however, be satisfactory if the course
could be shortened, or some new arrangement made which
would reduce the strain on strength of body, even though
strength of mind should be incidentally somewhat severely
tried. 

____

THE PRINCE OF WALES AND THE PROFESSION.

THE Heir Apparent, it must be admitted, seldom loses
an opportunity of showing his goodwill to the medical pro-
fession. His late visit to the College of Surgeons twice in
one day was a most flattering manifestation of Royal
favour, and it must not be forgotten that once at least,
if not oftener, he has honoured the College of Physicians
with his presence. It is observable, also, that, on occa-
sion of opening hospitals, or whenever the Prince’s duties
lead him to visit our medical charities, he is always the
first to recognise the service of those upon whom the work
of the charity devolves. This was most noticeable at the
recent celebration at Charing-cross Hospital, where, by his
own expressed desire, the senior members of the hospital
staff were all individually presented to his Royal Highness,
and in the speech delivered at the conclusion of the cere-
mony, the Prince pointedly alluded to the " admirable and
efficient medical staff."
The attitude of the Prince on this occasion stood out in

bold contrast to that of the governing authorities, for it is
a curious fact that, in the address which was read to the
Prince by the treasurer, there was no allusion, however
distant, to the medical officers of the hospital, although
the nursing sisters and the chaplain both had their
allotted corners. 

____

THE VACANCY AT KtNG’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL.

IT is not at all unlikely that the Council of King’s College
will have to do now what they should have done several
weeks ago-namely, advertise for a professor of Systematic
Surgery. It is well known that immediately after Sir W.
Fergusson’s death, some one officiously undertook to invite
Mr. Lister to occupy the vacant chair of Clinical Surgery,
but it now appears that this unlawful negotiation has failed.
When Mr. John Wood, who had for many years lectured on

Systematic Surgery, was recently appointed to the chair of
Clinical Surgery. Mr. Lister was, we believe, asked to take
the Professorship of Systematic Surgery, but declined, ex-
pressing at the same time his willingness to undertake the
course of instruction in Clinical Surgery, and it was thought
that some arrangement could be made whereby he might
share the course of Clinical Surgery with Mr. Wood. To
this Mr. Wood strongly objected, and as Mr. Lister, in his
letter this week, seems to condemn the appointment of two
teachers of Clinical Surgery in one school, it is probable
that he will not now come to King’s College.

THE DWELUNQS OF THE POOR.

IT is most encouraging to observe the almost daily notice
of improvement schemes which have been, or are being, set
on foot under Mr. Cross’s beneficent Act. One of the latest

inquiries which has been held by Mr. Cubitt Nicholls, the
Government commissioner, was in Southwark, where it is
proposed to do away with some 96,000 square feet of slums in
the neighbourhood of Mint-street and Blueball-alley, and
to erect upon the site thus obtained dwellings containing
between 800 and 900 tene)nents (in lieu of 600 rooms to be
removed), and occupying an area of about 47,000 square
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feet, so that the remaining 49,000 feet will remain for

breathing space. The cost, allowing for recoupments, is
estimated at .833,000 net. There was some opposition, but
the evidence in favour of the scheme preponderated, and
there can be little doubt that Mr. Nicholls will report in
favour of it.

This neighbourhood formed the subject of one of the

reports of our Special Commissioner in 1874. It is com-

posed to a great extent of small houses in wretched repair,
one storey, ur at the most two storeys high, and with no
back windows, or any means of through ventilation. One
witness at the late inquiry detailed how fish was dried, not
only in the streets, but in the waterclosets, and wherever
there was room to hang it.
The squalor and wretchedness of some of the dwellings

of the London poor were touched upon by M. Louis Blanc
at the Chateau d’Eau Theatre on Sunday. What M. Blanc
said was too true, but we are, we trust, in a fair way to

wipe away this opprobrium.

THE DISPATCH OF BUSINESS AT THE
COLLECE OF PHYSICIANS.

AT the latter end of last week the list of Fellows, Mem-
bers, &c., of the Royal College of Physicians was distributed
to those members of the profession who were entitled thereto,
and with it was enclosed a circular calling attention to the
resolutions of the (Council of the) Royal Society affecting
the distribution of the Government Fund of &pound;4000 for the
endowment of research. The circular is dated January
18th, 1877, and the distribution of the endowment fund has
already been determined on. Surely the officials of the

College might have sent out the circular a month or six
weeks ago, so that any physician who wished to apply
might have been able to do so. We only desire to point out
to those who have received the notice that applications sent
in now will be in time for the next annual distribution,
should there be one! Would it not be possible for the officials
to discover a more courteous form of address than A. B-,
L.R.C.P.? P Why not use the modern " Esq." ?

IMPORTANT MILK PROSECUTION.

AT Shrewsbury, before the Borough Magistrates, on the
10th inst., a milk-seller was charged, under sections 116-117
of the Public Health Act, with selling milk unfit for food.
Dr. Thursfield, medical officer of health, who conducted
the case, stated that at the time of the sale in question
there were in the defendant’s house two children suffering
from scarlet fever, and two others convalescent, and that
the milk and milk-tins were kept in the house in such

proximity to these cases as to be liable to disseminate irifee-
tion, and that, therefore, the milk was unwholesome and
unfitforfood. It was proved, moreover, that the defendant
continued the sale after being expressly warned of the

danger of so doing. The Bench considered the case fully
proved, but on the recommendation of the representative
of the sanitary authority, who stated that it was their wish
not to press the case, but to make generally known to the
milk-sellers in the borough their liability in such cases, the
nominal fine of ls., with costs, was inflicted.

WE regret to find, by the forty-second annual report of
the committee of the British Medical Benevolent Fund,
that the past year was not financially as favourable to the
institution as could be desired, or as it deserves. In the
amount of good effected, however, the year 1876 was second
to none, the number of applicants relieved by the Imme-
diate Aid department being 130, whilst the benefit thus
afforded has been participated in by upwards of 345 per-

sons. The committee again commend to their professional
brethren the principles on which the British Medical Bene-
volent Fund bases its claims for support, and in view of
the smallness of the resources at their disposal, and the
pressing nature of the demands made upon them, urge
upon medical men generally the desirability of submitting
to their lay friends the grounds on which the co-operation
of the public may be sought. We are inclined to believe
that the public would show a generous interest in the
institution. 

-

THE annual meeting of the governors of the Clinical

Hospital and Dispensary for Sick Children, Manchester,
was held on the 23rd inst., and presided over by the Bishop
of the diocese. The increased care exercised in the dis.
crimination of proper cases for the relief offered by the
charity, and the association of its working with the local
provident dispensaries, appear to have resulted in a

diminished number of out-patients during the past twelve
months. It is a matter of regret that the urgent appeal
put forth by the committee of the hospital last year for in-
creased subscriptions has not met with a hearty response,
the debt now being as great as at the last annual meeting.
The authorities of the institution are animated by a laudable
desire to afford medical relief to the poor without pauperis.
ing them, and in the prosecution of their work they deserve
the support of the benevolent public.

THE vacancy caused by the death of Deputy Inspector-
General A. E. Mackay, R N., has, we understand, been filled
up by the appointment of Deputy Inspector. General Thomaa
Russel Pickthorn, who will be borne on the books of &pound;
H.M.S. Fisgard, for service -,it the Medical Department.
The Deputy Inspector-General, who entered the navy in
1842, has served for many years upon foreign stations, and
has also been in charge of the Naval Hospital at Jamaica.
Since 1874 Mr. Pickthorn has been employed at the Royal
Naval Hospital at Haslar, and his transfer will therefore
cause a vacancy in the medical staff of that establishment.

THE numerous cases of hydrophobia which have occurred
in this country of late have had their counterpart in
America, where the disease has been prevalent. The public
have become so alarmed in consequence that it is seriously
threatened to exterminate one species of dog, much given
to snarling and biting, and suspected of conveying hydro-
phobia. The movement has gone so far that a legislative
enactment has been presented in favour of the utter exter-
mination of the" Spitz " dog.

THE visiting justices of Cold bath-fields Prison have-
waited on Mr. Cross to ascertain whether it is worth while
to build a new treadmill. Sir William Wyatt approves the-
practice known as "grinding the wind," because "the

prisoners do not like it.’ That does not strike usasacon.
clusive reason for perpetuating a senseless and purposeles&
form of punishment. It should not be an insuperable task
to discover a sufficiently humiliating but withal useful
labour.

SEVEN HUNDRED students of Glasgow University desire
that Mr. Gladstone should be elected Lord Rector, in suc-
cession to Lord Beaconsfield, who at present holds that
office. The right hon. gentleman has not yet, we believe,
been personally "solicited," but a memorial is in prepara-
tion, and awaits signatures.

Dr. E. S. CROWTHER, Hobart Town, has been placed on
the Commission of the Peace, and appointed Coroner for
Tasmania and its dependencies.
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WE are informed that the slight prevalence of searlatina
around and in the school of Marlborough College had prac-
tically subsided before the completion of the term ending
March 28th. The holidays have been somewhat extended
to clear the way for a perfectly clean bill of health when the
school reassembles on April 27th. No case of a serious
character has occurred throughout the epidemic.

THE speedy establishment of three more training ships is
announced, severally on the Thames, at Bangor, and at Cork.
We reiterate the opinion that the Admiralty should decline
to grant the loan of hulks to charitable or other societies for
educational purposes, unless it be shown that, on the fitting
up of such vessels, some sort of systematic attention would
be paid to sanitary arrangements.

MAJOR BoLTON reports that a considerable improvement
in the filtered water supplied to the metropolis was appa-
rent during the February examinations, consequent on the
subsidence of the floods. Notwithstanding this improve-
ment, the deterioration of the waters of the Thames and
the Lea by sewage pollution continues, and special atten-
tion is now called to the fact.

THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS.

A MEETING of the College of Physicians was held on
Monday last, when Dr. Risdon Bennett was unanimously
elected President for the ensuing year. He delivered the
annual address, which was devoted to a review of the pro-
gress of events concerning the College during the last
twelvemonth, and a notice of the merits of the fellows
deceased during that period. A vote of thanks, moved by
Sir Thomas Watson, was given by the College, which also
requested Dr. Bennett to publish his address. Sir Thomas
Watson presented to the College, on behalf of the Rev.
F. J. Holland, a copy of the late Sir Henry Holland’s pro-
miscuous papers which he left behind him for publication.
The following important, though short, report from the

Leprosy Committee was adopted, and copies were ordered to
be sent to the Colonial and Indian Offices for the informa-
tion of Government :-
" The Committee have read the memorandum containing

certain statistics of the leper establishments in Norway,
prepared by Dr. Hansen, the acting director of those
asylums, and forwarded through the Colonial Office to the
College, with Dr. Vandyke Carter’s comments thereon; and
upon which the Earl of Carnarvon has requested the opinion
of the College, more especially with reference to the segre-
gation of lepers. These statistical data, which extend over
a series of years, indicate a remarkable diminution in the
prevalence of leprosy in Norway during the period in which
the practice of segregation has been carried out. The com-
mittee, in their report of the 9th February last, recom-
mended segregation upon sanitary and therapeutic grounds,
and they consider the statistics of Dr. Hansen furnish an
additional argument in favour of that recommendation.
At the same time, the Committee are of opinion that there
is not sufficient evidence to warrant them in accepting Dr.
Hansen’s explanation as to the way in which segregation
operates in diminishing the amount of leprosy in Norway.
It must be borne in mind that, according to Dr. Vandyke
Carter’s Report to the Secretary of State for India in 1873,
segregation in Norway is entirely voluntary; the lepers are
allowed to receive visits from their friends, to go out of the
hospital at stated intervals, and to leave it altogether when-
ever they choose. The term, therefore, means nothing more
than that special hospitals are provided for such patients.
It is well known that Dr. Vandyke Carter and Dr. Hansen
have had very extensive experience of leprosy, and have
devoted much attention to its study for many years. There-
fore, the observations of these gentlemen are entitled to
great consideration."
The College adopted the report of the Roll Committee,

recommending the issue of a new edition of the Roll in
three volumes, and the College sanctioned the affixinc, of the
College seal to the agreement between it and the editor, Dr.
Munk.
The following bye-law was enacted for the first time :-

" Any candidate for the College licence who shall have
obtained a degree in medicine or surgery at either a British,
colonial, or foreign university recognised by the College,
after a course of study and an examination satisfactory to
the College, shall be exempt from re-examination on such
subjects as the Censors’ Board shall in each case consider
necessary."

THE SMALL-POX EPIDEMIC.

AFTER a steady increase during the three preceding
weeks, the fatal cases of small-pox in twenty of the largest
English towns showed a marked decline during the week
ending the 24th instant. Of the 87 deaths from small-pox
then registered in these towns (23 less than those in the
previous week), 76 occurred in London, 8 in Liverpool, 3 in
Manchester and Salford, and not one in any of the sixteen
other towns. In the outer ring of suburban districts 7 fatal
cases were reported-4 occurred in West Ham, and 1 each
in Edmonton, Bushey, and Stratford.
The deaths from small-pox in London, which had been

84, 96, and 100 in the three preceding weeks, declined last
week to 76, of which 33 were certified as unvaccinated, 19
as vaccinated, and 24 were " not stated as to vaccination.
Of these 76 deaths, 37 were recorded in the Metropolitan
Asylum Hospitals, 3 in the Highgate Small-pox Hospital,
and 2 in the temporary hospital established by the Pancras
local sanitary authority; the remaining 34 fatal cases

occurred in private dwellings. After distributing the
hospital cases, it is reported by the Registrar-General
that 11 of the deceased small-pox patients had resided in
Bow, 8 in Hackney, 6 in Islington, 5 in Marylebone, and
4 each in Pancras, Southwark, and Camberwell. The fatal
cases showed a marked decline both in West and South
London, but the disease again showed excessive fatality in
the Ea.st districts, especially in Bow. The population of
Bow and Bromley is probably now about 85,000 persons,
among whom 97 deaths from small-pox were registered in
the first twelve weeks of this year, showing an annual rate
of nearly five per 1000 persons living ; whereas the average
rate in the whole of London has not exceeded 1’7 for the
same period. During the three weeks ending the 24th
instant, as many as 40 deaths from small-pox occurred in
Bow and Bromley, equal to an annual rate of 8 per 1000.
The opening of a new hospital at Deptford makes the

seventh institution now in use for the reception of small-pox
patients. These seven hospitals contained 959 patients on
the 24th inst., against numbers increasing steadily from
898 to 952 at the end of the four preceding weeks; this
number included 150 convalescents, of whom 83 were at
Limehouse and 67 at Fulham. The number of patients
under treatment, therefore, does not show a decline; and
243 new cases were admitted during the week, against 223
and 212 in the two preceding weeks.

Correspondence.

CLINICAL SURGERY IN LONDON AND
EDINBURGH.

"Audi alteram partem."

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;I have to thank your correspondents of the 10th

inst. for the temperate, nay kindly, tone of their comments
upon my reply to the address of the medical students of
Edinburgh, and I am further obliged to them for affording
me an opportunity of saying some words of explanation.
The feeling which has been excited by my remarks depends,
I venture to believe, entirely on misunderstanding. The


